NEWS

northerndistricttimes.com.au

Epping couple unite to lift literacy rates

Makin

SUSANNA FREYMARK
education editor

HERE’S the good news. Most chil-
dren learn to read without any
help at all.

It is only 25 per cent of the ‘low-
progress’ readers that need help
and intensive instruction accord-
ing to research psychologist Kevin
Wheldall.

With his wife Doctor Robyn
Beaman, Professor Wheldall
founded the Multilit reading
program at Macquarie University.

The program was recently selec-
ted by the education department
to target low-progress readers.

Prof Wheldall and Dr Beaman
want every child to read fluently
and hope one day their program
isn’t needed at all.

“We want to make ourselves
redundant,” Prof Wheldall said.

Multilit is based on five big
ideas for reading — sounds, letters,
fluency, words and understand-
ing. This forms the basis of the
reading instruction.

“We start from what the chil-
dren know,” Dr Beaman said of
the program.

“We tell the student what they
are getting right and we shape
their skills to be successful
readers.”

The Epping couple met at
Macquarie University’s Special

up for lost time

Innovator
wins awards

HUNTLEYS Point resident Gerard
Stevens, the founder and manag-
ing director of the Webstercare
dose administration aids Webster-
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paks, has been swamped with
awards.

Mr Stevens was elevated re-
cently to the status of Fellow of the
Pharmaceutical Society of Aust-
ralia in recognition of his work as
an innovator.

This came after Governor-
General Quentin Bryce presented
Mr Stevens with the society’s
lifetime achievement award.

He then travelled to Taipei,
where he was presented with the
2010 Federation of Asian Pharma-
ceutical Association’s Ishidate
Award for community pharmacy.
The award acknowledges pharma-
cists in Asia who have made
excellent contributions to hos-
pitals, research and the com-
munity.

Sign up to help

Education Unit in 1990. Their
united passion for reading has
propelled their ideas into main-
stream education but their ap-
proach isn’t without controversy.

“The battle continues to rage
about learning to read,” Prof
Wheldall said. “Phonics is not the
answer, it is just one of the five,
big ideas and it is often not taught
well in schools.”

Dr Beaman advised parents to

Prof Kevin Wheldall and Dr Robyn Beaman with their Multilit package.

check if their child’s school was
offering the program before con-
tacting their reading centre in
North Ryde.

Prof Wheldall recently received
an Order of Australia for his work
in children’s literacy.

To find out more go to
multilit.com or call

1300 559 919 for a Multilit
reading assessment.
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FIVE BIG IDEAS
FOR READING

Multilit stands for Making Up Lost
Time in Literacy and was created at

Macquarie University

1. Sounds

2. Letters

3. Fluency

4. Words

5. Understanding

TEENAGE volunteers are needed
during the July school holidays to
help Kkindergarten and primary
school children learn new skills
from a “You Learn New SKkills
Yourself” program.

The sessions will be held in the
first week of the school holidays,
from Monday, July 4, to Friday,
July 8, from 8am to 4pm in the
North Ryde Anglican Church hall
opposite the Coxs Rd Mall.

For information visit northryde

anglican.org.au or phone
9878 3974.
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THE BEST
PLACE FOR
YOUR
CHILDREN

/  Nutritious Meals

® Emergent curriculum
o Qualified Staff

. * In-House Entertainment
e ' e Fully air-Conditioned

Cubbyhouse @ Kings Langley
Isaac Smith Pde,
Kings Langley

o Full School Readiness Program

o Child Care Benefit Available
* 1:4 staffing ratios in babies room

¥ o Air Purifiers in each room

Our doctors are leaders in the examination,
early diagnosis and treatment of skin cancer.
Established in 1992, we have helped over
200,000 people to date.

All Appointments

(02) 9411 6199
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Lane Cove H
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Ph: 1300 553 583 ¢ www.cubbycc.com.au
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Red Cross appeal
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Dr Peter Lye

Dr Polly Chan
Dr Cheng Lim Dr Adrian Quek
Dr Kathryn Soddy Dr Karen Hing
Dr Jacqueline Kramer-Maier Dr Peter Young
Dr Kate Mackinnon Dr Linda Swan

Dr Beng Tan

CHATSWOOD, Level 3 Westfield, ph. 9884 8120

MACQUARIE, Shopping Ctr (near Myer), ph. 9878 8747 p

TOP RYDE CITY Shopping Ctr (next to Ojay), ph. 9808 2749 @@ Limibed edition ' ove Christchurch Posture’ only
1877

20157281 9/2

www.skincancer.com.au
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DEALS!

Cnr Ball Ave & Blaxland Rd, Eastwood
Ph: 9804 0384

Tra ; Special
The Bathroom Speciaist Autumn

SALE

Sale ends 30 June, 2011. Conditions apply.

GREAT SAVINGS
ON GREAT BRANDS

caroma Fo o P

SLASHED
$399

CAROMA ALTISSE

ONLY
3359

RAYMOR ANDORRA I

BARGAIN
$159

CONCORDE INSIGNIA

Tradelink I'||

The Bathroom Specialist

OVER 170
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LEADING PRODUCTS
ON SALE NOW!

close coupled toilet suite
WELS 4% 3.5L avg flush

close coupled toilet suite
WELS 4% 3.51 avg flush

connector toilet suite
WELS 4% 3.5L avg flush

www.tradelink.com.au
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