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SpellEx Part A Samples

What is SpellEx?

It is no secret that English spelling is complex. This can make it challenging to teach. 

SpellEx Part A is a whole-class spelling program to help teachers gain confidence and expertise 
when teaching this important area of the curriculum. Both teachers and students will benefit from 
the thorough, well-planned approach of the program. 

SpellEx provides explicit instruction in three key areas of spelling: phonology, orthography and 
morphology. Part A is suitable for students in Year 3, or students in Year 4 who have not had 
explicit spelling instruction in earlier years.

SpellEx deepens both teachers’ and students’ understanding of why words are spelled the way 
they are. Through the program, students learn spelling conventions, grapheme choices and word 
structure including bases, prefixes and suffixes. They are also lightly introduced to the influence of 
French, Greek and Latin on our English spelling system.  

In this sample pack, you will find lesson and resource snapshots with a brief explanation.
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What does a SpellEx Part A lesson look like?

SpellEx is a Tier 1 program within a Response to Intervention model. SpellEx Part A includes 105 
scripted lessons taught over a school year. The whole-class explicit lessons are designed to be 
delivered in approximately 30 minutes, three times a week. Further practice activities and time to 
work with students who need support or extending will need to be either directly after the lesson 
or at another time in the literacy block. 

If necessary, teachers can work through the program more slowly to suit their class. There are 
opportunities for differentiation within the program where teachers take small groups aside to 
support or extend. All extra resources have harder and easier versions available.  

SpellEx has two components:

1. Explicit whole-class lesson (approx. 30 mins)

2. Further practice and teacher-led small group work 
 (approx. 15 mins twice a week)

Below is a sample of how lessons can be timetabled in a 
two-weekly cycle. While there needs to be some flexibility 
in lesson timetabling, SpellEx ensures that sufficient time 
is allocated to this important area of the curriculum.

Monday Wednesday Friday

Week
A

Spelling 

Whole-class lesson 
(30 mins)

Practice and application 
(15 mins – timetabled 
after the lesson or at 
another time)

Spelling 

Whole-class lesson 
(30 mins)

Practice and application
(15 mins – timetabled 
after the lesson or at 
another time)

Spelling 

Tricky/useful word lesson
(20–30 mins)

Week
B

Spelling 

Whole-class lesson 
(30 mins)

(15 mins – timetabled 
after the lesson or at 
another time)

Spelling 

Whole-class lesson 
(30 mins)

(15 mins – timetabled 
after the lesson or at 
another time)

Spelling 

Progress Monitoring/ 
Cumulative Review 
(20–30 mins)

Practice and
Application

Explicit 
Lesson

30
mins

15
mins
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Explicit whole-class spelling lesson
SpellEx teaches carefully sequenced content to build knowledge about the English 
spelling system.

Each lesson is accompanied by a set of slides and related pages in the Spelling Workbooks. 
The lessons follow a similar format each time, providing students with regular revision of previous 
content, introduction to new content, practice and consolidation and a final ‘Wrap up’. After the 
lesson, students should be assigned further practice activities and complete the independent 
practice page.

The Spelling Workbooks (one for each semester) which accompany the program are an integral 
part of the whole-class spelling lesson. A class set (25 copies) of each of the Spelling Workbooks 
is included with the purchase of the SpellEx Kit. Further copies will need to be purchased 
as needed.

Below is a small selection of some of the features of the whole-class SpellEx lesson.

Lesson summary

Lesson summaries are provided at the start of each Handbook, offering a quick overview of 
the key concepts taught in that section of the program. This will help teachers plan their term. 

Handbook 1 Handbook 4
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Whole-class lesson

Teacher preparation is essential for successful lesson delivery. Every lesson has a page of 
background information to build teacher knowledge about the topic. Reading through the lesson 
alongside the slides before class is crucial for confident delivery. Practice makes perfect and 
before long, the lessons will flow naturally!

Snapshots of the workbook 
pages to help with preparation

Information for teachers to 
build their spelling knowledge

Key terminology relevant to the 
lesson explained
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Lesson overview

Materials list

Every lesson starts with a review 
of tricky/useful words and 
previously learned content

Quick reference –
key review/teaching points

Step-by-step 
lesson delivery



SpellEx Part A Samples

6

Learning intention and success criteria

In every lesson, the learning intention and success criteria are explicitly defined. This helps 
to clarify the objectives of each lesson and provide a clear understanding of success.

Lesson 32

Presentation slides

Student-friendly slides accompany the lessons which keep students engaged. Immediate 
feedback is an essential part of the program. Students and teachers work through answers 
together, followed by more independent practice.
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Spelling Workbooks

Spelling Workbooks accompany the scripted lesson and slides. There are two Spelling 
Workbooks for use in Part A (one per semester).

Purple pages are integrated with the whole-class lesson.

Green pages provide independent practice. 
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Stella the Speller and Eddy the Editor

Stella the Speller, and her reliable friend Eddy the Editor, will help students notice spelling 
patterns and encourage discussion.  

Stella’s Super Speller Checks

The Stella’s Super Speller Checks Poster and accompanying 
desk strips have been designed to encourage students to use 
their knowledge strategically when self-checking. Over time 
students will develop healthy spelling habits to improve all 
written work. 

Look Phoneme Grapheme Prefix/Suffix Rules Meaning

sun        son
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Expert words

Students will learn expert 
words and concepts to help 
them talk about spelling 
concepts more precisely.

Checkpoints and Wrap ups

Integrated Checkpoints and Wrap ups ensure comprehension of content and check students 
have a solid foundation of previously learned material.
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Tricky/useful words

Students will learn high-frequency ‘tricky/useful’ words with at least one problematic spelling 
pattern. A variety of techniques such as songs, chants and spelling voice help students 
remember tricky spelling concepts and keeps them engaged.

Concept Posters

There are 28 Concept Posters which are displayed as concepts are taught. Regular reference 
to the posters will reinforce new spelling rules and concepts, and will encourage students to 
find additional examples and spelling patterns in other areas of the curriculum.
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Small group work and further practice

At the end of the scripted lessons, mini lessons provide guidance to support and extend students 
who would benefit from differentiated instruction. The content is either retaught with more 
scaffolds for less capable spellers; alternatively, an aspect of the content is extended for more 
capable spellers. These are teacher-led opportunities to work with smaller groups of students at 
the appropriate level. It does not take the place of more intensive intervention when it is needed.

Supported practice –
small group mini lesson

Extension – small group 
mini lesson

Extension worksheet to use 
with lesson (downloadable)

Supported practice
worksheet to use with 
lesson (downloadable)
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Further practice activities (downloadables) 

A range of activities have been provided to consolidate concepts taught in a targeted way. 
Below is a snapshot of the worksheets, games and other activities that can be used for 
further practice and consolidation. All supporting resources can be downloaded from the 
Members’ Area of the MultiLit website.

There are suitable activities for the range of spellers in your class. 

‘A’ and ‘B’ differentiated worksheets
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Top-Ups

Top-Ups have been designed to review concepts that have been taught in the previous two 
lessons. There are two different types of Top-Ups: ‘a’ Top-Ups and ‘b’ Top-Ups.

The ‘a’ Top-Ups have been designed for teacher-directed, small-group supported practice 
on student whiteboards. They provide opportunities to reteach concepts and provide extra 
practice and consolidation. Results from Progress Monitoring (see page 14) can be used to 
identify students in need of this extra practice.

The ‘b’ Top-Ups have been designed to provide further consolidation and practice of 
previously learned material. The ‘b’ Top-Ups assume some understanding of concepts 
taught and encourage retrieval practice to help students embed skills in long-term memory.
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Monitoring student progress

The Screener, administered at the start of the year, provides teachers with initial information about 
students’ spelling. This will enable teachers to begin to monitor and identify students who may 
need support or extending. It is not a placement test.

Student progress is tracked each term with Progress Monitoring tests and Cumulative Reviews. 

A downloadable Class Record spreadsheet is available for capturing student data. Data should 
be used to inform the pace of instruction for the class, as well as for identifying students who may 
need more support or extending. 
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To implement SpellEx Part A, you will need to purchase one SpellEx Part A Kit per classroom. 
Each student requires one copy of Spelling Workbook 1 and Spelling Workbook 2. The 
Kit includes 25 copies of each Workbook, but for larger classes or subsequent years of 
implementation, further copies will need to be purchased.

Professional Development is a requirement when purchasing the program for the first time, and 
is strongly recommended for every teacher delivering the program for maximum impact. The 
one-day SpellEx Professional Development Workshop will provide teachers with the essential 
information to use the program with confidence.

Ongoing support for SpellEx implementation is available by contacting MultiLit’s School 
Partnerships team.

Getting started with SpellEx

Next steps

 • Contact our Sales team at sales@multilit.com 
to book a consultation to discuss your 
school’s needs.

 • Visit multilit.com/spellex to order your Kits 
and book your Professional Development 
Workshops now.



spelling explained
through explicit instruction

SpellEx Part A is a comprehensive, 
whole-class spelling program to 
develop students’ understanding 
of the English spelling system. It is 
suitable for students from Year 3.

SpellEx explicitly addresses the 
key areas of spelling: phonology, 
orthography and morphology.
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