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What is SpellEx?

SpellEx is a whole-class spelling program to help teachers gain confidence and expertise when 
teaching this important area of the curriculum. Teachers and students will benefit from the 
thorough, well-planned approach of the program. 

SpellEx provides explicit instruction in three key areas of spelling: phonology, orthography and 
morphology. Part A is typically appropriate for Year 3 students, and Part B for Year 4 students, 
although this may vary based on the spelling instruction received in earlier years.

SpellEx deepens students’ understanding of why words are spelled the way they are. They will 
learn useful spelling conventions, grapheme choices and the morphological structure of words 
starting with bases, prefixes and suffixes. They are also introduced to the influence of French, 
Greek and Latin on our English spelling system. 

Part A
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Part A and Part B follow the same lesson and resource structure.

The SpellEx Workbooks which accompany the program are an integral part of the whole-class 
spelling lesson. A class set (25 copies) of each of the Spelling Workbooks is included with the first 
purchase of the SpellEx Kit for both Parts. Subsequent copies will need to be purchased for each 
new cohort of students.  

Part B
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What does a SpellEx lesson look like?

SpellEx is a whole-class program within a Response to Intervention model. SpellEx Part A and 
Part B each include 105 scripted lessons, and the combined Parts are taught over two school 
years. The explicit lessons are designed to be delivered in approximately 30 minutes, three 
times a week. Further practice activities to consolidate the content taught in the lessons can be 
completed after the SpellEx lesson or at other times of the week.

There are opportunities for differentiation within the program where teachers take small groups 
aside to support or extend. All extra resources have harder and easier versions available. 

A SpellEx lesson has two main components:

1. Explicit whole-class instruction 
(approx. 30 mins three times a week)

2. Further practice and teacher-led small group work 
(approx. 15 mins twice a week) 

If necessary, teachers can work through the program 
more slowly to suit their class.

Below is a sample of how lessons can be timetabled in a 
two-weekly cycle. While there can be some flexibility in 
lesson timetabling, SpellEx ensures that sufficient time 
is allocated to this important area of the curriculum.

Practice and
Application

Explicit 
Lesson

30
mins

15
mins

Monday Wednesday Friday

Week
A

Spelling 

Whole-class lesson (30 mins)

Practice and application 
(15 mins – timetabled 
after the lesson or at 
another time)

Spelling 

Whole-class lesson (30 mins)

Practice and application
(15 mins – timetabled 
after the lesson or at 
another time)

Spelling 

Tricky/useful word lesson 
and dictation (20–30 mins)

Week
B

Spelling 

Whole-class lesson (30 mins)

Practice and application 
(15 mins – timetabled 
after the lesson or at 
another time)

Spelling 

Whole-class lesson (30 mins)

Practice and application 
(15 mins – timetabled 
after the lesson or at 
another time)

Spelling 

Assessment (20–30 mins)
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Explicit whole-class spelling lesson

SpellEx teaches carefully sequenced content to build knowledge about the English 
spelling system.

Teachers will present a lesson accompanied by a set of slides. Students will use their SpellEx 
Workbooks aligned with the lesson presentation. The lessons follow a similar format each time, 
providing students with revision of previous content, introduction to new content, practice and 
consolidation and a final ‘wrap up’. After the whole-class lesson, students should be assigned 
further practice activities as directed in the program and complete the Independent Practice page 
in the SpellEx Workbook to consolidate their learning.

Below is a small selection of some of the features of the whole-class SpellEx lesson.

Lesson summary

Lesson summaries are provided at the start of each Handbook, offering a quick overview of the 
key concepts taught in that section of the program. This will help teachers plan their term. 

Part A Handbook 1

Handbook 1

5

SpellEx
Part A

Summary: Lessons 1–15

Summary: Lessons 1–15

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3

Introduction

Students will:
 • learn about vowels, 
consonants, phonemes

 • spell words with short 
vowel sounds

‘ea’ (bread); ‘o’ (love)

Students will:
 • learn about graphemes
 • learn the spelling choice 
‘ea’ for /e/

 • learn the spelling choice 
‘o’ for /u/

Tricky/useful words

Students will:
 • learn to read and spell the 
following words:

  List 1 – other, another, 
friend, February, ready, 
already

Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6

Base, prefix, suffix

Students will:
 • learn that words are made 
up of meaningful parts

 • learn terminology: base, 
prefix, suffix

Adding suffix ‘er’

Students will:
 • learn about ‘er’ at the end 
of words

 • learn about suffix ‘er’ and 
‘est’

Progress Monitoring 1

Lesson 7 Lesson 8 Lesson 9

Suffix rule – doubling

Students will:
 • learn about vowel and 
consonant suffixes

 • learn the doubling suffix 
rule

Suffix rule – doubling

Students will:
 • practise the doubling 
suffix rule

Tricky/useful words

Students will:
 • learn to read and spell the 
following words:

  List 2 – once, only, 
beginning, forgetting

Continued overleaf •

SpellEx-A_Handbook-1_Internals.indd   5SpellEx-A_Handbook-1_Internals.indd   5 3/10/2023   12:14 pm3/10/2023   12:14 pm

Part B Handbook 4

Handbook 4

3

SpellEx
Part B

Summary: Lessons 43–54

Summary: Lessons 43–54

Lesson 43 Lesson 44 Lesson 45

The schwa vowel sound

Students will:
 • learn about stressed and 
unstressed syllables 

 • learn about the schwa 
vowel sound

The schwa vowel sound

Students will:
 • learn that morphology 
helps us spell 

 • learn that a spelling voice 
helps us spell

Progress Monitoring 7

Lesson 46 Lesson 47 Lesson 48

Spelling choices for /ir/

Students will:
 • learn that ‘ir’, ‘er’, ‘ur’ and 
‘ear’ spell /ir/

Spelling choices for /or/

Students will:
 • learn that ‘or’, ‘ore’, ‘aw’ 
and ‘au’ are the most 
common ways to spell /or/

 • learn some Handy Hints to 
help them spell /or/

 • learn that ‘oor’, ‘oar’ and 
‘our’ are not very common 
ways to spell /or/

Tricky/useful words

Students will:
 • learn to read and spell the 
words following: 
List 8 – caught, naughty, 
daughter, thought

Lesson 49 Lesson 50 Lesson 51

Morphology – changing 
verbs to nouns

Students will:
 • learn that suffixes ‘ion’, 
‘age’ and ‘ment’ change 
verbs to nouns

Morphology – making 
adverbs and adjectives

Students will:
 • learn that suffix ‘ly’ makes 
adverbs 

 • learn that suffixes ‘ful’, ‘al’ 
and ‘ive’ make adjectives

Progress Monitoring 8

Lesson 52 Lesson 53 Lesson 54

End-of-Term Review 1

Students will:
 • revise key concepts taught 
in Lessons 28–42

End-of-Term Review 2

Students will:
 • revise key concepts taught 
in Lessons 43–50 Cumulative Review 2
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Whole-class lesson

Every lesson has brief background notes to build teacher knowledge about the topic and help 
with lesson preparation.

Part A Handbook 2 Part B Handbook 6

SpellEx
Part A

Handbook 2

95

Teacher preparation: Lesson 22

Spelling /ī/
Spelling Workbook
The following workbook pages are used by students in this lesson:

Spelling Workbook 1SpellEx
Part A Date:

44

Lesson 22: Spelling /ī/ 

Lesson 22: Spelling /ī/ 

Review

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

We often use ________ to spell the sound /  / at the _________ of a word.

Exercise 2:  Handy Hints

Exercise 1: Graphemes for /ī/

fight child spider deny kind

by title nightly mine combine

Graphemes for /ī/:

Phoneme Boxes

Tricky words Review

1

Spelling Workbook 1SpellEx
Part A

45

Lesson 22: Spelling /ī/ 

Use grapheme ________ to spell the sound /  / at the _________ of a syllable.

Exercise 3: Reverse word sums

Syllables

1.

2.

3.

4.

Whole word Prefix Base Suffix

1. +

2. + +

3. +

4. + +

Trigraph = a grapheme with  letters making  sound.

Example: 

Stella’s expert words

We have learned:
 • four graphemes that spell /ī/: ‘y’, ‘igh’, ‘i’, ‘i’ plus bossy ‘e’
 • that we often use ‘y’ to spell /ī/ at the end of a word
 • that ‘i’ spells /ī/ at the end of a syllable
 • the expert word ‘trigraph’.

2

Spelling Workbook 1SpellEx
Part A Date:

46

Independent practice

Lesson 22: Independent practice

Exercise 1: Word sort

Sort the words into the table based on the grapheme used to spell /ī/.

time

bright

final

apply

reply

spider

flight

tight

quite

private

deny

while

igh i_e _y i

Exercise 2: Missing words

Fill in the blanks with the correct homophone.

Sam loves to collect shells at the beach. Yesterday morning, the

 was too . Then  the

afternoon, the water had gone down. Sam ran to the beach. When she saw the

sand, she  with joy. There,  in front of her,

was a beautiful spiral shell. What a wonderful !

tide or tied hi or high by or bye

side or sighed right or write

find or fined

Exercise 3: Sentence writing

Write your own sentence using two words from Exercise 1.

Terminology
The following expert word will be taught in Lesson 22:

 • Trigraph – three letters together making one sound (e.g., ‘igh’ saying /ī/).

Note that a trigraph is simply a three-letter grapheme (e.g., ‘dge’ saying /j/; ‘tch’ saying /ch/).

Building teacher knowledge
Students have learned the most common long vowel spelling choices for /ā/ and /ē/. They 
will now learn the common choices for /ī/: ‘i’ (child), ‘y’ (spy), ‘igh’ (night), ‘i_e’ (mine). Other 
graphemes for this vowel sound are used in only a few words – e.g., ‘ie’ (pie), ‘ei’ (feisty) – so 
there is no need to include them in the lesson. More unusual spelling choices can be pointed out 
incidentally as they are encountered in text. Students who have had explicit spelling instruction in 
earlier grades will be familiar with these graphemes, but can nevertheless benefit from revision.

The long vowel sound /ī/ can be heard at the beginning, middle or end of words and syllables 
(e.g., ivy, silent, light, reply). Even when students are familiar with the different choices, knowing 
which grapheme to use draws on the strength of the students’ orthographic memory as well as 
whether there is a rule or convention to guide the decision. The number of times students have 
been exposed to the word in print, awareness of word families (e.g., kind/find, wild/child) and the 
frequency of a particular grapheme, will also assist them to make the correct choice.

Lesson 22
Teacher preparation

SpellEx-A_Handbook-2_Internals.indd   95SpellEx-A_Handbook-2_Internals.indd   95 3/10/2023   12:22 pm3/10/2023   12:22 pm

SpellEx
Part B

Handbook 6

87

Teacher preparation: Lessons 76–77

Word origins – silent letters 
Word origins – bases
Spelling Workbook
The following workbook pages are used by students in these lessons:

Building teacher knowledge
Over the next two lessons, students will explore English spelling from an origin and meaning 
perspective. Printed words represent not only sounds but also tap into the meaning of the word 
parts (morphemes) and origin of the word. We have seen this reflected in words such as ‘know’ 
and ‘knowledge’, where ‘know’ in both words is spelled the same way despite the different 
pronunciations. We don’t say /nō-ledge/ but /nolledge/. The letter ‘k’ has been retained in the 
words to keep the connection with the Old English pronunciation: /k/ /nō/. Many of the perceived 
idiosyncrasies of our spelling, where the pronunciation doesn’t match the spelling, can be 

Lessons 76–77
Teacher preparation

Key terminology relevant 
to the lesson explained

Information for teachers to 
build their spelling knowledge
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Handbook 2

98

SpellEx
Part A

2 Tricky/useful words

Let’s first practise spelling our tricky words.
Students should clean their boards once words have been 
checked.

3 Slides 4–10. Display tricky/useful words menu.

Choose tricky words to revise from the selection provided.* 
Follow the steps on the slide.

 • please
 • really

 • people
 • believe

 • beginning
 • they

Students hold up their boards after each word has been 
written for checking.

Students correct any errors before moving on to the next 
word. Monitor students closely to make sure errors are not 
overlooked.

*Only review the words that may still be problematic.

students hold 
up boards for 
checking and 
correcting

4 Silent letters

Slide 11. Display the following words:

 • know, knight, write, wriggle, knot, wrong

Here are some words with a silent letter at the beginning.
Read the words. Point to each word as students read. students read 

words

Lesson 22
Spelling /ī/

SpellEx-A_Handbook-2_Internals.indd   98SpellEx-A_Handbook-2_Internals.indd   98 3/10/2023   12:22 pm3/10/2023   12:22 pm

Handbook 2

97

SpellEx
Part A

Lesson 22: Spelling /ī/

Lesson 22
Spelling /ī/

Lesson overview

 • Review
 • Activity 1: Grapheme choices for /ī/
 • Activity 2: Handy Hints for spelling /ī/
 • Activity 3: Reverse word sums
 • Activity 4: Stella’s expert words
 • Wrap up

Materials
 • Lesson Presentation (access from the Members’ Area of the MultiLit website)
 • Spelling Workbooks
 • Teacher/student whiteboards and markers
 • Concept Poster 9: Spelling /ī/*
 • Supported Practice Worksheet – Lesson 22 (downloadable)

* At the end of the lesson, display Concept Poster 9: Spelling /ī/ on the classroom wall and refer 
to words with /ī/ as they are encountered in other curriculum areas and in students’ writing.

Note: It is easier to monitor student responses quickly in the review if student 
whiteboards are used. If whiteboards are not available, use the small space for writing at 
the top of the workbook page.

Review

Quick reference – key review points

 • Revise selected tricky words.
 • Spell words with a silent letter.

Materials required: Student whiteboards and markers OR Spelling Workbooks

Teacher Students

1 Hand out student whiteboards and markers.

Note: If using workbooks, ask students to find the ‘Review’ 
section on page 44 to record answers.

SpellEx-A_Handbook-2_Internals.indd   97SpellEx-A_Handbook-2_Internals.indd   97 3/10/2023   12:22 pm3/10/2023   12:22 pm

Lesson overview Every lesson starts with a 
review of tricky/useful words 
and previously learned content.

Step-by-step lesson delivery

Materials list

Quick reference – 
key review/teaching points
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Learning intention and success criteria

In every lesson, the learning intention and success criteria are explicitly defined. This helps to 
clarify the objectives of each lesson and provide a clear understanding of success.

Part A Lesson 32

Presentation slides

Student-friendly slides accompany the lessons which keep students engaged. Immediate 
feedback is an essential part of the program. Students and teachers work through answers 
together, followed by more independent practice.
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Spelling Workbooks

Spelling Workbooks accompany the scripted lesson and slides. There are two Spelling 
Workbooks for use in Part A and Part B (one per semester). 

Purple pages are integrated with the whole-class lesson.

Green pages provide independent practice. 
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Stella the Speller and Eddy the Editor

Stella the Speller, and her reliable friend Eddy the Editor, will help students notice spelling 
patterns and encourage discussion. 

Stella’s Super Speller Checks

Stella’s Super Speller Checks Posters and accompanying desk strips have been designed to 
encourage students to use their knowledge strategically when self-checking. Over time students 
will develop healthy spelling habits to improve all written work. 

Look Phoneme Grapheme Prefix/Suffix Rules Meaning

sun        son

Posters

Desk strip
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Expert words

Students will learn ‘expert’ words to help them talk about spelling concepts more precisely. 

Part A

Part B

Handbook 1

59

SpellEx
Part B Lesson 4

Teacher preparation

Teacher preparation: Lesson 4

Introduction to morphemes
Spelling Workbook
The following workbook pages are used by students in this lesson:

Terminology
The following expert word will be taught in Lesson 4:

 • Morpheme – the smallest part of a word that carries meaning (e.g. ‘climbed’ has two 
morphemes – ‘climb’ and suffix ‘ed’ to indicate past tense). 

Building teacher knowledge
English is a morphophonemic language. This means that English words are made up of both 
phonemes and morphemes. Knowledge of both phonemes and morphemes contribute to our 
understanding of the English spelling system. 

A morpheme is the smallest meaningful part of a word. For example, ‘unlocked’ has three 
morphemes (‘un’, ‘lock’, ‘ed’). Each of these morphemes contributes to the meaning of the word: 
prefix ‘un’ denotes ‘opposite’, ‘lock’ is a free morpheme and suffix ‘ed’ denotes past tense. A 
compound word made up of two bases has two morphemes (e.g. fireplace, matchbox).

Similarly, there are three morphemes in ‘reaction’ – prefix ‘re’, base ‘act’ and suffix ‘ion’. Each of 
these word parts is a morpheme, contributing to the meaning of the word and the way the word 
is used in a sentence. Students will already be familiar with the concept of bases, prefixes and 
suffixes. These are all types of morphemes. 

Some morphemes can stand alone as a whole word. These are known as free morphemes (e.g. 
tree, love, ladder). However, many morphemes carry no meaning unless they are connected 
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Checkpoints and Wrap ups

Checkpoints throughout the lesson and Wrap ups at the end enable teachers to assess whether 
their students have understood the concepts taught. 

Tricky/useful words

Students will learn high-frequency ‘tricky/useful’ words. These are words which have at least one 
unusual or irregular spelling pattern. A variety of techniques such as songs, chants and spelling 
voice help students remember tricky spelling concepts and keeps them engaged.

Handbook 3

49

SpellEx
Part B

Lesson 30: Tricky/useful words – List 5 

Lesson 30
Tricky/useful words – List 5 

Lesson overview

 • Activity 1: beautiful, through
 • Activity 2: lose/losing
 • Activity 3: usual/usually
 • Activity 4: Sentence dictation
 • Activity 5: Quick check

Materials
 • Lesson Presentation (access from the Members’ Area of the MultiLit website)
 • Spelling Workbooks
 • Whiteboard and marker

Learning intention and success criteria
Teacher

1 Slide 4. Display learning intention and success criteria.

Today we are going to look at some words that are a little tricky. We will look at the 
parts that are hard to spell. Then we will use the words in a dictation.

At the end of this lesson, we will be able to read and spell six new tricky words.  

Activity 1a: beautiful
Materials required: Spelling Workbooks

Teacher Students

1 Ask students to turn to page 59 in their workbooks.

2 Slide 6. Display ‘beautiful’.

Read the word. Signal.
Use the word in context: The colourful autumn leaves look 
really beautiful.

beautiful

Handbook 3

50

SpellEx
Part B

3 Underline ‘eau’ and display picture of a white tiger.

‘Beautiful’ has three vowels together. 
The vowels ‘e’ ‘a’ ‘u’ make the sound /ū/.
Which vowels make /ū/? Signal.

Point to the white tiger. ‘E’ ‘a’ ‘u’ is a rare grapheme for /ū/. 
Just like a white tiger!

‘e’ ‘a’ ‘u’

4 Display ‘beauty + ful = beautiful’.

‘Beautiful’ is made up of two morphemes. 
Point to each morpheme as you say:
What base? Signal. 
What suffix? Signal. 

beauty
/ful/

5 Look at ‘beautiful’ again. 
Which suffix rule did we use in this word sum? 
Call on individual students to respond. (Ans: change ‘y’ to ‘i’)

6 Slide 7. Display ‘Beautiful’ chant.

We can say this chant to help us with the spelling.

Play audio file.

B-E-A
U-tiful
B-E-A
U-tiful
How do we spell ‘beautiful’?
B-E-A
U-tiful!

Let’s say it together. Signal.

Repeat several times until firm. 

students say 
chant

7 Workbook Exercise 1a

Slide 8. Display Exercise 1a.

Find Exercise 1 in your workbook. students find 
Exercise 1

Lesson 30
Tricky/useful words – List 5 
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Concept Posters

There are 28 Concept Posters in both Part A and Part B which are displayed as concepts are 
taught. Regular reference to the posters will reinforce new spelling rules and concepts, and 
will encourage students to find additional examples and spelling patterns in other areas of 
the curriculum.

Suffix Rule – Drop ‘e’

Concept Poster 14SpellEx
Part A

© 2023 MultiLit Pty Ltd

For words that end with ‘e’ we ask …

ride + ing = riding

Suffix Rule – Drop ‘e’

Is it a vowel suffix?

Then drop the ‘e’
and add the suffix!

noise + y = noisy

Open and Closed Syllables

Concept Poster 12SpellEx
Part A

© 2023 MultiLit Pty Ltd

Open and Closed Syllables

mu /sic

pi /lot

trum/pet win/dow

Open syllables end with a

Closed syllables end with

vowel letter. The vowel sound is long.

a consonant. The vowel sound is short.

Part A

Part B

Position and Time Prefixes

Concept Poster 28SpellEx
Part B

© 2024 MultiLit Pty Ltd

Position and Time Prefixes

Prefixes of Position

exit
(out)

transport
(across)

midpoint
(middle)

Prefixes can give us information
about where and when.

Prefixes of Time

preschool
(before)

midnight
(middle)

postpone
(after)

submarine
(under/below)

supervisor
(over/above)

The ‘c’ or ‘k’ Rule

Concept Poster 24SpellEx
Part B

© 2024 MultiLit Pty Ltd

The ‘c’ or ‘k’ Rule

Use letter ‘k’ before
‘e’, ‘i’ or ‘y’.

kennel
sky

kittens

Otherwise, use the letter ‘c’.
caravan cupcake cricket

scarf scrub
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Small group work and further practice

At the end of the scripted lessons, mini lessons provide guidance to support and extend students 
who would benefit from differentiated instruction. The content is either retaught with more 
scaffolds for less capable spellers or an aspect of the content is extended for more capable 
spellers. These are teacher-led opportunities to work with smaller groups of students at the 
appropriate level. It does not take the place of more intensive intervention when it is needed.

Supported Practice –
small group mini lesson

Supported Practice –
worksheets (downloadable)

Part A 
example

Extension –
small group mini lesson

Extension – 
worksheets (downloadable)

Part B 
example

© 2024 MultiLit Pty Ltd

Date:ExtensionSpellEx
Part B Lesson 35

Lesson 35: Extension

The suffix ‘logy’ comes from the Greek word ‘logia’ meaning ‘the study of’.

geo 

zoo

techno 

audio

psych(o)

archae(o)

bio

Exercise 1: Draw a line to match each base to its meaning. Add the suffix ‘logy’ to
mean ‘the study of’ and write the whole word on the line. You can look up
the meanings of the bases if needed.

animals

mechanical systems 

ears and hearing

the earth/rock formation

ancient people and cultures

living things

the human mind

geology

Exercise 2: Write the words from the boxes next to their meanings. Then see if you 
can work out the answer to #7 on your own!

1. One hundred years 

2. A score out of 100 

3. A creature with 100 legs 

4. A person who is 100 years old 

5. One hundredth of a metre 

6. A hundredth anniversary 

7. A commander of 100 soldiers in Roman times 

The word part ‘cent’ comes from the Latin word ‘centum’ which means ‘hundred’.

centipede century centenary

centenarian percentage centimetre

Handbook 3

140

SpellEx
Part B

Independent work and extension group

Extension (10–15 mins)

Teacher works with more capable spellers using the 
mini lesson below.

Extension Worksheet – Lesson 35 (downloadable)

Independent Practice (10–15 mins)

The rest of the class consolidates the content from 
the whole-class lesson using the following:

Spelling Workbook: page 72

Extension – small group
Materials required:  Extension Worksheet – Lesson 35 (downloadable) 

Teacher

1 Hand out Extension Worksheet.
Explain that students will be working with word parts that contain soft ‘c’ and soft ‘g’.

2 Exercise 1: Suffix ‘logy’

Explain that students will start by making words with the suffix ‘logy’ which means 
‘the study of’. Read the information in the purple box.

In Exercise 1, students draw a line to match each base to its meaning. Then they add 
the suffix ‘logy’ and write the whole word on the line. Start by showing students the 
example of ‘geology’ which means ‘the study of earth/rock formation’.

3 Go through the answers together.

(Answers: zoo = animals, techno = mechanical systems, audio = ears and hearing, 
psych = the human mind, archae(o) = ancient people and cultures, bio = living things)

Then ask students to tell you which word means the study of:
 • the human mind (psychology)
 • ancient people and cultures (archaeology)
 • ears and hearing (audiology)
 • life and living things (biology)
 • the earth and its structure (geology)
 • animals (zoology)

Lesson 35
Soft ‘g’ (/j/)



15

SpellEx 
Part A and Part B

Samples

Further practice activities (downloadables) 

A range of activities have been provided to consolidate concepts taught in a targeted way. 
These include Word Sorts, Worksheets, Word Matrices, Grab Bag Dictation and Editing tasks. 
All supporting resources can be downloaded from the Members’ Area of the MultiLit website.

There are suitable activities for the range of spellers in your class.

‘A’ and ‘B’ 
differentiated worksheets

Part A 
example

Part B 
example

Range of further 
practice activities

© 2024 MultiLit Pty Ltd

SpellEx
Part B

Suffix Drills 3d
Change ‘y’ to ‘i’  

Suffix ‘ing’? – ‘y’ stays         A vowel before the ‘y’? – ‘y’ stays               
Consonant before the ‘y’? – Change ‘y’ to ‘i’

1. lonely + est = 11. rely + able = 

2. copy + ing = 12. noisy + er = 

3. pay + ment = 13. display + ed = 

4. angry + ly = 14. messy + est = 

5. monkey + s = 15. obey + ing = 

6. supply + es = 16. crazy + er = 

7. reply + ing = 17. plenty + ful = 

8. bilby + es = 18. marry + ing = 

9. dismay + ed = 19. lonely + est = 

10. ugly + est = 20. mystery + ous = 

Suffix Drills 3d

Total: / 20

c

v



c

© 2024 MultiLit Pty Ltd

SpellEx
Part B

Instructions: Print, cut and place in Grab Bag.Tricky Word Grab Bag: Sentences
List 4: surprise, tomorrow, though, although, 
 quite, quiet

We are throwing my cousin a surprise party.

The meeting tomorrow will be quite long.

Although it was quiet, I still couldn’t sleep. 

The weather tomorrow will be quite hot.

Although she likes blue, her favourite colour is red.

I got a surprise when I saw the rough waves.  

Even though they were busy, they were very quiet.

Can you come straight home after school tomorrow?

Tricky Word Grab Bag: Sentences List 4

TW List 4

TW List 4

TW List 4

TW List 4

TW List 4

TW List 4

TW List 4

TW List 4

SpellEx
Part B

© 2024 MultiLit Pty Ltd

Name:  

Date:  

Word Web 2
Lessons 25–26

2 3

4

6
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What does this word mean? Use a dictionary if needed.

Use ‘interrupt’ in a sentence.

Can you think of another two words 
that have the same base?

Complete the reverse word sum.

interrupt =

+

What is the base?

Is the base bound or free?

What does the base mean? 
Look it up.

What does the prefix ‘inter’ in this 
word mean? Look it up.

Break the word into syllables.

interrupt

Write another word with the 
prefix 'inter'.



16

SpellEx 
Part A and Part B

Samples

Top-Ups

Top-Ups have been designed to review concepts that have been taught in the previous two 
lessons. There are two different types: ‘a’ Top-Ups and ‘b’ Top-Ups.

The ‘a’ Top-Ups have been designed for small group supported practice on student whiteboards. 
They provide opportunities to reteach concepts and provide extra practice and consolidation. 
Results from the assessments in SpellEx can be used to identify students in need of this 
extra practice.

Part A Part B

© MultiLit Pty Ltd 2024

SpellEx
Part B

5. Check and correct.4. Write the word.

3. Draw a line for 
each phoneme.

2. Count the 
phonemes.1. Say the word. 

Menu

Menu Top-Up 4a: Lessons 13–14
Button 2: Phoneme Boxes

eref v

e ea
show/hide
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The ‘b’ Top-Ups have been designed to provide further consolidation and practice of previously 
learned material. These assume some understanding of concepts taught and encourage retrieval 
practice to help students embed skills in long-term memory.

Part A Part B

© MultiLit Pty Ltd 2024

SpellEx
Part B

soft ‘g’ /j/

Which grapheme? Underline the letter that comes after ‘c’ or ‘g’.

soft ‘c’ /s/

Menu

Menu

celebrate giraffe

gentle

voyage
exercise

sausage
cyclone

centipede

Top-Up 11b: Lessons 34–35
Button 2: Word Sort – Soft ‘c’ and soft ‘g’

© MultiLit Pty Ltd 2023

SpellEx
Part A

Mike is _______ his best to finish his work.

Top-Up 7b: Lesson 22
Button 2: Grapheme Grid

Menu

Menu

Push to hear the word.
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Monitoring student progress

The Screener, administered at the start of the year, provides teachers with initial information 
about students’ spelling. This will enable teachers to begin to monitor and identify students who 
may need support or extending. It is not a placement test.

Student progress is tracked each term with Progress Monitoring tests and Cumulative Reviews. 

A downloadable Class Record spreadsheet is available for capturing student data. Data should 
be used to inform the pace of instruction for the class, as well as for identifying students who 
may need more support or extending. 

Part B

Part A

Leave blank
Data automatically 

calculated
Below 60% Between 

60%–80% Above 80% Single word 
spelling

Sentence 
dictation

Tricky/useful 
words

Choose the 
correct spelling Editing Notes

First Name Surname Class Date 12 20 5 4 9 50 %
9.7 15.4 4.0 3.4 6.7 39.2 78%

A A 3M 16/2/2024 12 18 4 4 7 45 90%
B B 3M 16/2/2024   Absent
C C 3M 16/2/2024 9 17 5 4 8 43 86%
D D 3M 16/2/2024 12 18 4 2 8 44 88%
E E 3M 16/2/2024 10 17 4 4 8 43 86%
F F 3M 16/2/2024 9 16 4 3 7 39 78%
G G 3M 16/2/2024 10 12 5 2 5 34 68%
H H 3M 16/2/2024 11 10 4 4 7 36 72%
I I 3M 16/2/2024 9 19 4 4 5 41 82%
J J 3M 16/2/2024 11 15 4 3 8 41 82%
K K 3M 16/2/2024 12 14 5 4 6 41 82%
L L 3M 16/2/2024 8 16 4 4 6 38 76%
M M 3M 16/2/2024 5 15 3 3 2 28 56%
N N 3M 16/2/2024 9 18 3 4 9 43 86%
O O 3M 16/2/2024 10 16 4 2 7 39 78%
P P 3M 16/2/2024 12 16 4 4 7 43 86%
Q Q 3M 16/2/2024 11 12 4 3 8 38 76%
R R 3M 16/2/2024 8 11 3 3 4 29 58%
S S 3M 16/2/2024 10 19 4 3 6 42 84%
T T 3M 16/2/2024   Left school
U U 3M 16/2/2024 9 20 4 3 7 43 86%
V V 3M 16/2/2024 9 18 4 4 9 44 88%
W W 3M 16/2/2024 6 18 5 4 7 40 80%
X X 3M 16/2/2024 12 13 4 4 9 42 84%
Y Y 3M 16/2/2024 11 11 3 4 6 35 70%
Z Z 3M 16/2/2024 8 10 4 3 5 30 60%

  
  
  
  

SpellEx – Part A Progress Monitoring 1 – Lesson 6
Key

Total

Class averages

PM 1  

Leave blank
Data automatically 

calculated
Below 60% Between 

60%–79% Above 80% Single Words Suffix rules Passage 
Dictation

Tricky/useful 
Words Editing Notes

First Name Surname Class Date 15 10 20 20 5 70 %
12.3 8.2 17.2 17.5 3.8 59.0 84%

Q Q 4 Green 5/4/2024 8 4 13 12 2 39 56%
N N 4 Green 5/4/2024 6 7 15 12 2 42 60%
C C 4 Green 5/4/2024 7 3 16 14 4 44 63%
O O 4 Green 5/4/2024 11 5 14 13 2 45 64%
D D 4 Green 5/4/2024 11 7 13 13 3 47 67%
G G 4 Green 5/4/2024 10 7 15 16 2 50 71%
S S 4 Green 5/4/2024 11 6 15 17 3 52 74%
Y Y 4 Green 5/4/2024 11 7 17 18 2 55 79%
K K 4 Green 5/4/2024 11 8 16 17 4 56 80%
F F 4 Green 5/4/2024 12 8 16 17 4 57 81%
Z Z 4 Green 5/4/2024 12 9 17 17 4 59 84%
L L 4 Green 5/4/2024 14 9 17 18 5 63 90%
T T 4 Green 5/4/2024 14 9 17 18 5 63 90%
I I 4 Green 5/4/2024 14 9 17 20 4 64 91%
U U 4 Green 5/4/2024 13 9 18 20 4 64 91%
P P 4 Green 5/4/2024 12 10 19 19 5 65 93%
V V 4 Green 5/4/2024 15 9 19 20 4 67 96%
A A 4 Green 5/4/2024 14 10 19 20 5 68 97%
B B 4 Green 5/4/2024 15 10 20 20 4 69 99%
J J 4 Green 5/4/2024 15 10 20 19 5 69 99%
M M 4 Green 5/4/2024 15 10 20 20 4 69 99%
W W 4 Green 5/4/2024 15 10 20 20 4 69 99%
X X 4 Green 5/4/2024 14 10 20 20 5 69 99%
R R 4 Green 5/4/2024 15 10 20 20 5 70 100%
E E 4 Green 5/4/2024   Absent
H H 4 Green 5/4/2024   Left school

  
  
  
  
  

SpellEx – Part B
Key

Total

Class Averages

Cumulative Review 1 – Lesson 27

CR 1  
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Getting started with SpellEx

To implement SpellEx, you will need to purchase one SpellEx Kit (Part A or Part B) per 
classroom. Each student requires one copy of Spelling Workbook 1 and Spelling Workbook 2. 
The Kit includes 25 copies of each Workbook, but for larger classes or subsequent years of 
implementation, further copies will need to be purchased.

Professional development is a requirement when purchasing the program for the first time, and 
is strongly recommended for every teacher delivering the program for maximum impact. The 
SpellEx Professional Development Workshop will provide teachers with the essential information 
to use the program (either Part A or Part B) with confidence.

Ongoing support for SpellEx is available by contacting MultiLit’s School Partnerships team.

Next steps

 • Contact our Sales team at sales@multilit.com to book a consultation to discuss your 
school’s needs.

 • Visit multilit.com/spellex to order your Kits and book your Professional Development 
Workshops now.

mailto:sales%40multilit.com?subject=
http://multilit.com/spellex


spelling explained
through explicit instruction

SpellEx is a comprehensive, 
whole-class spelling program to 
develop students’ understanding 
of the English spelling system. It is 
suitable for students from Year 3 
(Part A) and from Year 4 (Part B).

SpellEx explicitly addresses the 
key areas of spelling: phonology, 
orthography and morphology.

multilit.com

SpellEx
Part A and Part B


